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had here, and a dark view of their own concern in
them.

But I go back to my own case; the minister
pressed me to tell him, as far as I thought conve-
nient, in what state I found myself as to the sight I
had of things beyond life; he told me he did not
come as ordinary of the place, whose business it
is to extort confessions from prisoners, for the
further detecting of other offenders ; that his busi-
ness was to move me to such freedom of discourse
as might serve to disburden my own mind, and
furnish him to administer comfort to me as far as
was in his power; and assured me, that whatever I
said to him should remain with him, and be as much
a secret as if it was known only to God and myself;
and that he desired to know nothing of me, but to
qualify him to give proper advice to me, and to
pray to God for me.

This honest friendly way of treating me, un-
locked all the sluices of my passions. He broke
into my very soul by it; and I unravelled all the
wickedness of my life to him. In a word, I gave
him an abridgment of this whole history ; I gave
him the picture of my conduct for fifty years in
miniature.

I hid nothing from him, and he in return exhorted
me to a sincere repentance, explained to me what
he meant by repentance, and then drew out such a
scheme of infinite mercy, proclaimed from heaven
to sinners of the greatest magnitude, that he left me
nothing to say, that looked like despair, or doubting
of being accepted; and in this condition he left me
the first night.

He visited me again the next morning, and went
on with his method of explaining the terms of
divine mercy, which according to him consisted of
nothing more difficult than that of being sincerely